
 
 

 
 

Canadian Paediatric Society 

1. If elected, what will your party do to improve access to publicly funded mental health 
treatment and resources for children and youth living with mental health issues or 
developmental disabilities? 
 
Rachel Notley and the Alberta NDP know that one of the most important things a 
government can deliver is access to high-quality public healthcare when Albertans need it. 
Over the last four years, we have invested in mental health treatment and support for 
children and youth across the province. Guided by our Valuing Mental Health: Next Steps 
report, we are working with health and community partners to strengthen care for children 
and youth. 
 
Since 2015, the NDP government has invested $200 million in a new mental health centre 
for youth. We added an additional $5 million to the Mental Health Capacity Building in 
Schools Initiative which increases mental health services in schools for more than 100,000 
students. We’re provided grants to the Zebra Child Protection Centre, Hospice Calgary and 
the Calgary Counselling Centre to expand services for children.  Finally, we’ve also opened 
the Rutherford Mental Health Clinic in Edmonton and are building a new safe house for 
children with addictions to serve central Albertans. 
 
The investments we’ve made are making life better for Alberta families and children with 
mental health issues, but we know there is more work to do. If re-elected, we will pilot two 
storefront mental health clinics in Edmonton and Calgary so people in crisis can access 
mental health services more quickly and we will continue to implement the 
recommendations from the Valuing Mental Health report. Rachel Notley will keep fighting 
to make sure children with disabilities and mental health challenges get the support and 
services they need. 
 

2. If elected, what will your party do to ensure safer homes, schools and communities for all 
children and youth in Alberta, including reducing rates of childhood poverty and ensuring 
access to quality education and healthcare for families and children in need?  

 
Rachel Notley and the NDP are fighting for an economy that leaves no one behind. Over the 
last four years, we have taken significant steps to make life more affordable for families. 
From introducing the Alberta Child Benefit, to raising the minimum wage and introducing 
and expanding an affordable child care pilot, these changes have put more money in the 
families’ pockets. 
 



 
 

 
 

In the face of the worst downturn in two generations, the NDP government chose not to 
make matters worse and instead invested in the services that family rely on. We funded 
enrollment growth in our schools and brought stability to the healthcare system. 
 
These efforts have paid incredible dividends. Since 2015, we have been able to cut the child 
poverty rate in half, giving Alberta the lowest child poverty rate in the country. If re-elected, 
Rachel Notley and the NDP will keep fighting for Alberta children and families. We commit 
to increase funding to health care and education to keep up with Alberta’s growing 
population. 
 

3. If elected, what will your party do to increase access to paediatric healthcare 
professionals in rural Alberta and for First Nations, Inuit and Métis children and youth?  
 
Rachel Notley and the NDP are fighting for high-quality public healthcare for all Albertans. 
Over the last four years, we have been collaboratively working with our healthcare partners 
to develop a long-term, needs-based physician resource forecast to improve the availability 
of medical professions in rural and remote communities. We have also been working with 
Indigenous leaders, communities and organizations to improve health outcomes and 
services for indigenous Albertans. We were also the first province to adopt Jordan’s 
Principle to help First Nations children get the services they need, when they need them. 
 
We know that there is more work to do to address the serious inequities in the health of 
Indigenous Alberta. If re-elected, Rachel Notley will keep doing the hard work of 
acknowledging past wrongs and crafting a positive future with Indigenous Albertans and we 
will keep working with those communities to identify gaps in care and take steps to fill 
those gaps. 

 


