
 

 
 
October 14th, 2020 

Thank you for your inquiry into how the B.C. Greens will support children, youth, and paediatric 

healthcare professionals in our province. We appreciate your survey and hope that our responses below 

outline our dedication to supporting medical services for children and youth.  

 

 

If elected, what will your party do to improve access to publicly funded mental health treatment and 
resources for children and youth?  
 
We believe strongly in the need for more accessible publicly funded mental health treatment, for 
children and youth and for all British Columbians. We know there is strong evidence for the value of 
early intervention and a mental health strategy that is targeted specifically at youth.  
 
To make a major step forward to improve access to mental health treatment and resources, we have 
promised to allocate $1.0 billion over a four-year cycle to incorporate mental health care within the 
medical services plan. Funding would be provided for a comprehensive suite of initiatives including 
establishing accessible mental health treatment options for all those struggling with anxiety or 
depression. We will prioritize early intervention, youth mental health initiatives, and integrated primary 
care specific to youth and mental health, enabling families to easily navigate resources in a supportive 
environment. Furthermore, we will allocate $200 million per year to invest in facilities to provide mental 
healthcare services and community-based centres for mental health and rehabilitation. 
  
If elected, what will your party do to improve access to paediatric healthcare professionals and 
services in rural and northern British Columbia?  
 
The BC Greens know that we do not have equitable access to healthcare across different regions in BC, 
and we will continue to work with healthcare professionals and other stakeholders to improve access 
across our province. This includes improving the incentives for doctors to set up family practices in BC, 
and working with the College of Physicians and Surgeons of British Columbia to create a pathway for 
qualified foreign-trained physicians to practice in BC. 
 
In the last government, the BC Greens helped champion the creation of primary care networks. These 
interprofessional and integrated teams are providing more access to physiotherapists, nurse 
practitioners, midwives, dieticians and other health professionals, helping alleviate the burden on 
doctors, increasing their ability to take on new patients.  
 
While promising, the primary care networks will need ongoing support in order to be successful in their 
goals. It’s more important than ever that our young people can get access to the care they need in their 
community. We will continue to support the roll-out of primary care networks in BC to expand 
accessibility of healthcare services, while increasing the number of British Columbians with a family 
doctor, improving accessibility of paediatricians for our young people across the province.  
 



 

If elected, what will your party do to ensure safer homes, schools and communities for BC’s children 
and youth, including by reducing rates of childhood poverty and addressing threats associated with 
addictive substances and firearms?  
 
The B.C. Greens have laid out a platform that has improved income security at its core, in keeping with 
the evidence on social determinants of health and the role of poverty in determining health outcomes. 
We would take a number of steps to reduce poverty and ensure safer homes, schools and communities 
for children and youth across BC.  
 
Our plan recognizes that investing in education is the single most important investment we can make in 
our society and starts to fund our K-12 system to the levels it needs to support children, teachers, and 
learning outcomes. This would include accessible childcare and ECE, significant financial support for stay 
at home parents with young children of $500/month, and programs in schools to support wellbeing, 
including a healthy start program providing healthy school meals.  
 
We envision an inclusive society where no-one is left behind, where everyone has income security and is 
free from the fear of not being able to afford basic necessities. We can begin this task by integrating the 
principles of basic income - simplicity, economic security, and reduced stigma - into our social safety net. 
The B.C. Greens commit to implementing a basic income for youth aging-out of care, as well as 
improving our income assistance rates by an initial increase of $300/month and making our system less 
punitive. We believe our plan would have a significant impact on family wellbeing and reducing child 
poverty.  
 
As part of our $1 billion commitment to mental health initiatives, we will prioritize early intervention, 
youth mental health initiatives integrated into primary care to give youth the tools at an early stage that 
will help them thrive. We believe that addictions need to be treated with a courageous and 
compassionate approach that is driven by the evidence. This includes prioritizing prevention through 
addressing systemic issues that perpetuate addictions including poverty, poor mental and physical 
health. We also need to follow the recommendations of experts, including decriminalizing simple 
possession of illicit drugs so that we stop criminalizing people who use drugs, scaling up safe supply 
beyond its current levels, and enhancing funding for harm reduction services.  
 


