
 
 

2 October 2019 

 

Dear Dr. Wood, 

Thank you for writing, for providing us with the opportunity to speak to issues important to 
paediatricians and children’s health. We appreciate your advocacy. Please find our responses below.  

Best regards, 

Julia Redmond 
Policy Researcher 
Green Party of Canada 
 

 

 
Establishing Child-Friendly Pharmacare 
 
 
1. What will your party do to ensure that all children and youth have 
equitable access to safe, effective and affordable prescription drugs? 
 
A universal, single-payer national pharmacare program is urgently needed. No Canadian should have to 
make a choice between filling the prescriptions they need and paying rent or putting food on the table 
for their family. Greens were the first to call for a universal pharmacare system in Canada, and we 
remain committed to implementing such a program.  
 
We support the recommendations made by the Parliamentary Committee on Health to expand the 
Canada Health Act to include prescription drugs dispensed outside of a hospital, and we support the 
evidence and budgetary analysis on pharmacare from the non-partisan Parliamentary Budget Officer. 
However, greater federal leadership is needed to ensure these recommendations become a reality.  
 
 
2. What measures will your party take to ensure that Canada has a national 
drug formulary and compounding registry that is appropriate for the unique 
needs of paediatric patients? 
 
We support the recommendations of the Advisory Council for a comprehensive national formulary that 
meets the needs of all Canadians, regardless of age, sex, income, occupation or health status. Meeting 
the needs of all Canadians necessarily includes children. 
 

 



 
3. How will your party strengthen Canada’s regulatory system to increase 
the availability and accessibility of safe paediatric medications and 
child-friendly formulations? 
 
The Green Party will complement universal pharmacare by creating a bulk drug purchasing agency and 
shortening drug patent protection times. We would also apply the approach of the UBC Therapeutics 
Initiative to ensure the meticulous review of new medications before they are approved. This will certify 
the efficacy of new drugs and prevent registering drugs that hurt more people than they help. 
 
 
4. Will your party guarantee universal access to no-cost contraception for 
youth in Canada? 
 
Yes. The cost and availability of contraceptives should never be a barrier. We believe in guaranteeing 
access to no-cost contraception for youth, which can be done under our pharmacare program. 
 
 
Protecting Children and Youth from Firearm-Related Death and Disability 
 
 
1. Will your party support a national ban on civilian ownership of handguns 
and/or assault-style firearms? 
 
We must achieve a balance between the rights of law-abiding gun owners and the right of every 
Canadian to live in safety, without fear of being the victim of gun violence.  
 
We need to strengthen measures to combat gun smuggling and the possession of banned weapons. We 
must ensure that law-abiding citizens pursuing legal activities in target shooting or hunting are free from 
unreasonable fees and the threat of criminalization. 
 
Green Party MPs will: 
 

● Provide increased support for Integrated Border Enforcement Teams made up of officers from 
the RCMP, Canada Border Services, U.S. Customs, and the U.S. Coast Guard in their gathering 
of intelligence and arresting of gun smugglers; 

● Put strict measures in place for those who attempt to cross the Canada/U.S. border with illegal 
firearms. Ensure that gun smuggling is prosecuted as a gun crime of the highest order rather than 
as only a customs violation; 

● Ensure that gun crime charges are not dropped to facilitate convictions on lesser charges; 
● Review the registry for restricted firearms in consultation with gun clubs, hunter organizations, 

and First Nations. We will ensure that law-abiding citizens do not have their firearms 
unreasonably confiscated; and 

● Work with target shooting organizations to establish safe and protected locations where target 
shooting can be practiced. 

 
 

 



 
2. What steps will your party take to better regulate non-powder firearms 
(e.g. air or BB guns)? 
 
Air guns can have the potential to cause confusion and ultimately problems because of their resemblance 
to guns. We believe these firearms need to be regulated in a way that limits this confusion and potential 
dangers.  
 
 
3. How will your party address the rising rate of youth suicide across the 
country and particularly amongst Indigenous youth? 
 
Greens recognize the importance of action on mental health. This is why we are dedicating $1 billion 
annually to fund community treatment programs for mental health and addictions, as well as a separate 
$100 million annually for a national suicide prevention strategy.  
 
This funding will support a strategy to address the growing anxieties facing Canadians, including youth 
and Indigenous youth. We will also establish a funding program within Health Canada specifically to 
support community-based organiations offering targeted LGBTQI2+ youth’s mental health and 
well-being programs, including suicide prevention, peer support, coming out, and counselling.  
 
Furthermore, our dedication to reconciliation will contribute to an increased focus on the needs of 
Indigenous youth. We will implement the recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which includes specific commitments to establishing and meeting measurable goals for the 
health of Indigenous peoples across Canada. (See Calls to Action 18-24). 
 

 

 


