
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

 
We are writing today in support of Bill S-217, “An Act to establish the Office of the Commissioner for 

Children and Youth in Canada”. We commend the work of Senator Rosemary Moodie and her 

colleagues regarding the development of this bill. This is an idea whose time has come. 

 
As proposed by Senator Moodie, a national commissioner for children and youth would address 

three main areas of action: To act as an independent officer of Parliament whose role will be to hold 

Parliament accountable with regard to its obligations for the well-being of children and youth, and to 

ensure that their rights are respected; to collaborate with various levels of government and 

communities, to work on behalf of children and youth to advocate for their needs; and to elevate the 

voice of children and youth in the political discourse. 

 
The precedent and value of a national commissioner is well established internationally. Over 60 

countries, including the UK, Ireland, Australia, Norway, Sweden, and New Zealand have all 

established Children’s Commissioners with evidence demonstrating their effectiveness in amplifying 

and advancing children’s rights and well-being. The commissioner would monitor and promote the 

important legal protection of vulnerable children and youth within racialized, Indigenous, immigrant 

and refugee as well as LGBTQ2S+ communities. 

 
In the Canadian context, there has been long standing, non-partisan support for a commissioner. MP 

Garneau introduced bills C-420 “An Act to establish the Office of the commissioner for Children and 

Young Persons in Canada” in 2012 and C-418 “An Act to establish a Children’s Commissioner in 

Canada” in 2009. MPs Cotler, Quach and Leitch have all introduced private member’s motions 

making similar motions between 2012 and 2019, and the Standing Senate Committee on Human 

Rights called for the establishment of a Children’s Commissioner in their report, The Silenced 

Citizens in 2007. 

 
Establishing a children’s commissioner is also essential to fulfilling Canada’s commitments under the 

United Declaration of Indigenous Peoples, to meeting the Call for Justice 12.9 of the Inquiry on 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, and to upholding the Convention of the Rights 

of the Child (CRC). Canada is currently undergoing its combined 5th/6th periodic review of our 

implementation of the CRC to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. A Commissioner for 

Children would be the most important step the federal government has taken for children’s rights in 

Canada since ratifying the CRC in 1991. Senator Moodie’s bill is an opportunity to show that the 

well-being of children and youth matters to your government. 

 
 
 
 

 
July 13, 2020 

 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 

Prime Minister of Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario 
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A commissioner for children and youth is more important than ever to ensure the best interests of 

children are a priority. COVID-19 has exposed deep-rooted inequities that exist amongst children 

and youth in this country and underscored the necessity for national leadership to ensure these gaps 

are closed. The actions of government of all levels directly impact the health and well-being of 

children and youth. While children and youth have been among those least likely to fall seriously ill 

because of COVID-19, Canada’s eight million kids have arguably been the most affected by this 

pandemic. The widespread impacts of COVID-19 and the implementation of necessary mitigation 

efforts to date are having a profound impact on the health and wellbeing of our youngest citizens, an 

impact that could very well last a lifetime. 

 
The Government of Canada can take a significant step towards advancing the rights and well-being 

of children and youth through the establishment of a Commissioner of Children and Youth at the 

federal level. Working in close partnership with provinces, territories, nations and municipalities and 

prioritizing the needs of children and youth is an important step towards reducing the underlying 

inequities that have become so pronounced during this pandemic. We have a responsibility to build 

back better. Let us not waste this opportunity to create a brighter 

future for Canada’s children. 
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  About Us 
 

The Canadian Paediatric Society (CPS) is the national association of paediatricians committed to 
working together to advance the health of children and youth by nurturing excellence in health care, 
advocacy, education, research and support of its membership. Founded in 1922, the CPS is a 
voluntary professional association that represents more than 3,600 paediatricians, paediatric 

subspecialists, paediatric residents, and others who work with and care for children and youth. 
 

 
 
 
 

Children’s Healthcare Canada is a national association representing health service delivery 
organizations serving children and youth. Our members include all sixteen Canadian Children’s 
Hospitals, Regional Health Authorities, Community Hospitals, Rehabilitation and Children’s 
Treatment Centres, and Home Care Agencies. Through purposeful partnerships, we accelerate 
excellence and innovation in health systems caring for children and youth. 

 

Maternal Infant Child Youth Research Network (MICRYN) is a federal not-for-profit, charitable 
organization founded in 2006 to build capacity for high-quality applied health research. MICYRN  

now links 20 maternal and child health research organizations based at academic health centres in 
Canada; is affiliated with more than 20 practice-based research networks; provides support to new 
and emerging teams; and has established strong national and international partnerships. 

 
 
 
 

 

The Pediatric Chairs of Canada is the national network of academic leaders in pediatric medicine 
strengthening the future of pediatrics and improving the health outcomes of all children, by working 
together to advance evidence-based care, education and research. 

 
 

UNICEF is the world’s farthest-reaching humanitarian organization for children. Across 190 countries 
and territories, and in the world’s toughest places, we work day in and day out to help children 
survive. To defend their rights. To keep them protected, healthy and educated. To give them a fair 
chance to fulfil their potential. UNICEF Canada works with governments, civil society organizations, 
the private sector and children and youth, in Canada and internationally, to advance their rights and 

well-being. 


