
November 26, 2018 

Hon. Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario  
Legislative Building 
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, Ont 
M7A 1A1 

Premier Ford,  

We are writing in response to the recent announcement made by Finance Minister Vic Fedeli that the 

Government of Ontario intends to close the office of the Ontario Child Advocate. As paediatric experts 

responsible for informing and delivering essential care and services, we have seen firsthand the vital 

importance of a dedicated and knowledgeable child advocacy office time and again.  As a result, we urge 

the Government of Ontario to reconsider the decision to close the office of the Ontario Child Advocate. 

Almost every province and territory in Canada has a child advocacy office dedicated to ensuring that the 

fundamental rights of children and youth are upheld. Guided by the principles of the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, child advocacy offices are mandated to promote the best 

interests of children and youth and to advocate for their protection and care. The office of the Ontario 

Child Advocate has been providing dispute resolution, case consultation and rights advice for over a 

decade. In 2015-2016 alone, they received over 2,450 initial calls for assistance from young people or 

their caregivers.  

Included in Minister Fedeli’s announcement was the fact that the duties of the Advocate’s Office will fall 

to the auditor general and the ombudsman. By rolling the responsibilities of the Advocate’s Office into 

these much larger portfolios, we lose not only a unique expert body focused exclusively on children and 

youth, but also a watchdog organization with the capacity to act proactively. Whereas the office of the 

Ontario Child Advocate could act on its own initiative (in addition to responding to requests or 

complaints), the ombudsman “investigates complaints from the public about Ontario public sector 

bodies within his jurisdiction”. Responsive investigation and oversight is essential, but does not fully 

meet the needs of children and youth, especially those who are most at risk and least able to assert 

their own rights. 

Everyone benefits from stronger protections for children’s rights, and the office of the Ontario Child 

Advocate has been especially impactful in the lives of children and youth facing barriers to essential care 

and services. From working with young people in the delivery of mental health services, to elevating the 

voices of children and youth with disabilities, to supporting children in the welfare system, to ensuring 

First Nations children and youth have equitable access to services and resources, the Advocate’s Office 

has been a vital support for Ontario’s young people.  

Recognizing the essential role child advocates play in the protection and promotion of child and youth 

health and well-being we therefore urge the Government of Ontario to reconsider the decision to close 

the office of the Ontario Child Advocate. We would be more than happy to meet to discuss this issue 

further or to share any additional information to assist in the achievement of an Ontario where all 

children and youth have their rights respected and their voices heard. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://www.provincialadvocate.on.ca/reports/advocacy-reports/english-reports/2016-annual-report.pdf
https://www.ombudsman.on.ca/home
https://www.ombudsman.on.ca/home


Sincerely,     

Dr. Ronald Cohn (Chair, Department of Paediatrics, University of Toronto)  

Dr. Robert Connelly (Head, Department of Pediatrics, Queen’s University) 

Dr. Michael Dickinson (Chair, Action Committee for Children and Teens, Canadian Paediatric Society) 

Dr. Kimberly Dow (Board Representative for Ontario, Canadian Paediatric Society) 

Dr. Ciarán Duffy (Chair, Department of Paediatrics, University of Ottawa) 

Dr. Catherine Farrell (President, Canadian Paediatric Society) 

Dr. Sheri Findlay (Acting Chair of Pediatrics, McMaster University) 

Dr. Shawn Kao (Chair, Pediatric Section, Ontario Medical Association)  

Dr. Eddy Lau (Board Representative for Ontario, Canadian Paediatric Society) 

Dr. Sean Murray (Chair, Department of Paediatrics, Northern Ontario School of Medicine) 

Dr. Hirotaka Yamashiro (President, Pediatricians Alliance of Ontario) 

Dr. Johnathan Yoo (Interim Chair, Department of Paediatrics, Western University) 

 

CC:  

Hon. Lisa MacLeod, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services 

Hon. Vic Fideli, Minister of Finance 


