
 

 

 

 
September 28, 2020 
 
Prime Minister Trudeau,  
 
The Canadian Paediatric Society (CPS) welcomes the reaffirmation of your commitment to universal, 
national pharmacare in the Speech from the Throne of September 23, 2020. Accelerated action to fulfill 
this promise has never been more urgent or vital to the health, well-being and prosperity of Canadian 
families.  
 
COVID-19 has laid bare the discrimination and inequities faced by so many people in this country. Black, 
Indigenous and racialized people are suffering from COVID-19 at higher rates and are facing undue 
barriers to appropriate care. Women, who are disproportionately working in positions on the frontline 
of this pandemic, are bearing the brunt of increased responsibilities for childcare and at-home 
schooling, and are now participating in the labour force at the lowest level in 30 years. Widespread job 
losses over the last six months have led to a significant increase in the number of people suddenly 
without access to health insurance through their employer. Millions of people from all walks of life are 
worried about how they will access essential medications and health care services. 
 
The need for universal, national pharmacare has never been more clear. Public support is strong, the 
evidence has been gathered and recommendations have been made.  Now is the time for action. The 
CPS is especially pleased by your commitment to forward national pharmacare by establishing a national 
formulary. However, to ensure that a national formulary truly meet the needs of all Canadians, there 
must be a deliberate and meaningful focus on appropriate paediatric drugs and therapeutics. Children 
and youth have specific and unique health care needs that must be accounted for in a national 
formulary, as reaffirmed in recommendation 29 of the Final Report of the Advisory Council on the 
Implementation of National Pharmacare.  
 
At this crucial juncture in Canada’s journey towards national pharmacare, the Canadian Paediatric 
Society calls on the federal government to:  

 Ensure that decisions regarding the inclusion of paediatric medications in the national formulary 
are guided by paediatric experts and the best available paediatric evidence, not solely defined 
by Health Canada’s approved indications; 

 Establish a permanent, dedicated, appropriately-funded Expert Paediatric Advisory Board at the 
Health portfolio level to lead this effort; 

 Recognize the added value of commercial paediatric formulations over compounded 
preparations by prioritizing them on the national formulary of paediatric drugs. 

 
The establishment of universal, national pharmacare is an opportunity to correct long-standing 
regulatory neglect that has led to the poor availability of paediatric drugs and child-friendly 
formulations. We therefore strongly support developing a new and comprehensive national, evidence-
based formulary that will inform public drug funding and support safe and effective prescribing for all 



children and youth. As the national association of child-health experts, the CPS remains willing to help in 
any way to assist in the implementation of universal, national pharmacare that ensures all children and 
youth have equitable access to safe, effective and affordable prescription medications.  
 
Sincerely,  

[Original Signed By] 

Dr. Sam Wong, President of the CPS    

CC: Hon. Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health  


