
 
 

 

 
Hon. Stephen McNeil 
Office of the Premier 
PO Box 726  
Halifax, NS B3J 1X5 
 
July 25, 2019  
 
Dear Premier McNeil,  

I am writing on behalf of the Canadian Paediatric Society (CPS) to express our serious concern over Nova Scotia being 

the only province or territory in the country that does not include the rotavirus (RV) vaccine in its routine childhood 

immunization schedule. The CPS, the World Health Organization and the National Advisory Committee on Immunization 

all recommend that infants receive the RV vaccine during infancy. Without the vaccine, almost all children will have at 

least one episode of RV diarrhea before age five. RV remains the most significant cause of severe childhood diarrhea, 

resulting in approximately 500,000 deaths in children under five worldwide every single year.  

In Canada, approximately 36% of children with RV gastroenteritis see a physician, 15% visit an emergency department 

and 7% require hospitalization. In addition to the direct medical costs of treating RV, there are significant indirect costs 

to families and communities. Prior to widespread implementation of the vaccine in the United States, the Centre for 

Disease Control estimated that annual direct and indirect costs of RV infection was approximately $1 billion, primarily 

due to the cost of time lost from work to care for an ill child.  

Where a RV vaccine has been added to childhood immunization schedules, a significant reduction in disease burden has 

been seen. After implementing a publicly-funded RV immunization program in 2011, Ontario saw its monthly rate of 

acute RV gastroenteritis hospitalizations and emergency department visits for children 12-23 months old decline by 86% 

and 89% respectively. As the only province or territory without universal coverage, Nova Scotia’s children suffer from RV 

at much higher rates than the rest of Canada and in 2017 accounted for approximately 17% of all RV hospitalizations 

nationwide, despite the province only making up 2.6% of the population. 

In addition to significantly reducing rates of infection, ensuring the RV vaccine is publicly funded is essential to the 

fundamental principle of health equity and ensuring that all children can achieve the highest attainable standard of 

health. Given the impact of RV infection and the physical, social and economic benefits of vaccination, we strongly urge 

you to add the RV vaccine to your childhood immunization schedule and bring it into alignment with the rest of Canada.   

Sincerely,  

[Original Signed By] 

Dr. Ellen Wood 
CPS President  
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
 
CC: Hon. Randy Delorey 

https://www.cps.ca/en/documents/position/rotavirus-vaccines
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-19-rotavirus-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-19-rotavirus-vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/rota.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/rota.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1930146X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1930146X

